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Bibliometric Analysis of Sports and Gender Equality
Studies in the Context of Sustainable Development Goals
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ABSTRACT:

Academic studies indicate that the topic of sport and sustainability is increasingly taking a prominent
role in social life and is accepted as a societal norm, since sustainable development efforts play a crucial
role in enhancing social well-being, promoting gender-inclusive patticipation, and empowering
women. Accordingly, examining research trends on these topics over time constitutes an important
area of study. This study investigates the growing number of scientific publications on gender equality
in sport, produced within the framework of the SDGs and published between 1992 and 2025, through
a bibliometric analysis. A total of 801 research records were obtained from the Web of Science Core
Collection and analysed with VOSviewer, focusing on productivity and collaboration networks across
authors, universities, countries, and publishers. The findings highlight the dominance of the United
States, followed by the United Kingdom, Australia, and Canada, and show that research has gained
momentum since the 1990s, with a marked increase particularly after the United Nations announced
the SDG vision in 2015. Moreover, the results reveal that conceptual focuses in the field of sport and
gender equality have diversified, with themes such as “inclusivity” and “feminism” gaining
prominence. By identifying gaps in the literature, this study offers strategic opportunities for emerging
researchers and contributes to a deeper understanding of the role of sport in advancing gender equality
goals within sustainable development.
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1. Introduction

Sustainability is a multidimensional approach that aims to ensure the balanced and
equitable development of societies across economic, environmental, and social
dimensions, leaving a liveable world for future generations (WCED, 1987). Over the years,
the concept of sustainability, initially framed through its environmental dimension, has
evolved to encompass social and economic perspectives, reflecting a broader
understanding that sustainability must be both "protected and developed" (Leiserowitz et
al., 2005). More recently, integrative approaches, such as Doughnut Economics, which
balance planetary boundaries with human well-being, have gained prominence (Raworth,
2017). This framework envisions policymaking that creates a "safe and just space” between
a lower threshold that secures the fulfilment of basic human needs and an upper threshold
that prevents environmental degradation. Although ongoing debates in the literature
highlight varying perspectives on the position and objectives of social sustainability
(Hellberg, 2023), there is a clear consensus that the concept is fundamentally centred on
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human and societal development. Efforts to ensute social sustainability constitute a multi-
layered process shaped by complex and constantly evolving dynamics (Akpinar et al.,
2019). In this context, SDG-3 Good Health and Well-being (Hales & Birdthistle, 2023),
SDG-5 Gender Equality (Wroblewski et al.,, 2023), and SDG-10 Reduced Inequalities
(Camminatiello et al.,, 2024) constitute fundamental components of social sustainability
(Biermann et al., 2022; Lemke, 2016). Recent reports and studies indicate that progress
toward these goals has been slower than expected, mainly due to the impact of pandemics,
social vulnerabilities, and increasing global inequalities (UN, 2025). Within the goal of
achieving healthy and quality lives, regional disparities in access to healthcare services
persist (WHO, 2020). In the field of gender equality, although women's participation in
education and the workforce has increased in some countries, progress has been limited
in societies affected by traditional and religious pressures (Assa, 2017). In such contexts,
women's tepresentation in decision-making mechanisms within social, political, and
educational positions has not reached the desired level (Staab, 2025; Hancock et al., 2023).
Regarding the reduce of inequalities, multi-layered policies are required to eliminate
discrimination and exclusion in fundamental areas such as income distribution, education,
and health. The alignment of these policy frameworks at both national and international
levels is considered critical for social sustainability (UN, 2022). These dynamics necessitate
the implementation of inclusive and responsive policies to ensure social sustainability.
Sport has acquired a unique international significance. Indeed, the “2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development,” which came into force in 2015, recognizes sport as a tool
for achieving the 17 SDGs (UN, 2015) and serves as an effective platform for
implementing the Sustainable Development Goals and transforming societies (Campillo-
Sanchez et al, 2025; Lemke, 2016). From an environmental perspective, the sports
industry makes efforts to minimise the ecological impacts of sports organisations, and eco-
friendly sports practices and climate change mitigation initiatives are being promoted
(Chaves-Castro et al., 2025; Orr et al, 2022). This integration is supported through
practical measures, including green facilities, reducing carbon footprints, and increased
environmental awareness (Cury et al., 2023). On the other hand, the social and economic
benefits attainable through sport include the development of life skills among youth,
increased social inclusion of individuals with disabilities (Burnett, 2021), job creation,
economic growth, and contributions to local development processes (Annesi et al., 2023).
Viewed within this context, broadening the scope of various policies and social awareness
programs will strengthen the relationship between sustainable development and sport.
Additionally, sustainable development efforts emphasise the importance of
accessible sports and recreational activities, which play a crucial role in enhancing social
well-being and promoting gender-inclusive participation, as well as empowering women
(Lyras & Human, 2009). Projects developed through sport with the specific aim of
empowering women and gitls are significant. Topics related to gender equality were initially
addressed in the 1990s mainly through the lens of biological sex-based discrimination and
exclusion. However, during the subsequent SDGs period, the focus shifted toward
understanding gender as a social construct (Dilli, Carmichael & Rijpma, 2019). FIFA and
UEFA have introduced various policies in recent years aimed at promoting gender equality
in sports, particularly in football (FIFA, 2024; UEFA, 2024). Academic researches
demonstrate that sport serves as a significant means for empowering women and gitls,
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breaking gender-based stereotypes and inequalities (Paterson & Scala, 2024; Bekker et al.,
2023; Stoor et al., 2022). For instance, participation in community sports in Australia has
been shown to strengthen women's social identities and effectively challenge gender norms
(Timperley & Phillips, 2025). Indeed, the UN emphasises that regular participation in
sports and physical activity enables women and girls to strengthen themselves both
physically and psychologically (Lemke, 2016). Moreover, despite the male-dominated
structures in sports, female athletes develop not only physical but also social and
psychological resilience, positioning sport as a transformative force for gender equality
(McManama et al., 2021). Consequently, the right of individuals to participate in sporting
activities, regardless of their demographic characteristics, is now recognised as a global
norm (Council of Europe, 2023). In summary, the participation of women in sport poses
a structural challenge to traditional gender norms and stereotypes (Engin, 2024; UNESCO,
2017), and it has a positive impact on individual self-confidence (UN Women, 2021).

Academic studies indicate that the topic of sport and sustainability is increasingly
taking a more prominent role in social life and is accepted as a societal norm (Alma, 2024;
Boros et al., 2024). Furthermore, research on gender equality secks to contribute to social
progress by generating knowledge (Vaquero-Cristébal et al, 2024). Accordingly,
examining research trends on these topics over time is an important field of study (Engin,
2025; Zhang et al., 2025; Kataeva et al., 2024). This study investigates the growing number
of scientific publications on gender equality in sport, produced within the framework of
the SDGs and published between 1992 and 2025, through a bibliometric analysis. The first
research question is stated as follows:

RSQ-1: How is the relationship between sport and gender equality addressed in
the literature within the context of the SDGs?

The second era of Sustainable Development Goals, initiated in 2015 (UN, 2015),
is characterised by a growing recognition that the impacts of these goals vary significantly
across countries and regions due to differing technological advances, social dynamics, and
cultural contexts (Foroudi et al., 2024; Barron et al., 2023). It is widely acknowledged in
the literature that the SDGs do not represent a uniform set of priorities applicable globally;
instead, their interpretation and implementation are contingent upon localised needs and
societal priorities (Warchold, Pradhan, & Kropp, 2021). For instance, while access to clean
water remains an urgent priority in North African countries, most European nations
emphasise social justice and social capital development as key sustainable development
targets (Tavares et al., 2025). Similarly, until a few decades ago, policies aimed to encourage
female athlete participation in the Olympics; however, at the last Paris Olympics,
quantitative gender equality was fully achieved (Donnelly, 2025). This evidence highlights
the evolving and context-dependent nature of the SDGs, highlighting the significance of
exploring how, particularly, the social sustainability dimension will further expand in
diverse contexts. Accordingly, the second research question as follows:

RSQ-2: What future directions should be pursued to enhance knowledge in sport
and gender equality literature in the context of SDGs?
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RSQ-1 addresses a significant gap in the existing literature by systematically
mapping how sport's role in promoting gender equality has been conceptualised within
the framework of the SDGs. This mapping is essential for identifying prevailing themes
and underexplored dimensions, which can inform future empirical and theoretical research
efforts. RSQ-2 extends the inquiry by identifying strategic directions for future research,
thereby providing a roadmap to enrich academic dialogue and inform policy interventions.
As such, it can provide findings that support evidence-based decision-making in
promoting gender equality in sports governance and policymaking.

2. Methodology

2.1 Research design

This study employs a bibliometric analysis, a quantitative methodological
approach using statistical techniques to identify emerging patterns in the literature.
Bibliometric analysis is a widely recognised method for providing a comprehensive
overview of academic output in a specific field, revealing collaboration networks at the
levels of countries, authors, universities, and journals (Moral-Munoz et al., 2020; Donthu
et al., 2021). Through this approach, gaps in the literature can be detected, providing
emerging researchers with opportunities to contribute to the field.

2.2 Data source choice and justification

The data soutce's credibility is significantly influenced by its relatively high
recognition and respectability among research institutions, particularly universities, and
other stakeholders producing scientific content. For this reason, metadata access for the
research was obtained from the Web of Science (WOS) database provided by Clarivate
Analytics (Web of Science, n.d.). This database was preferred due to its reliability in terms
of publication ethics and its inclusion of high-impact journals through a curation process
encompassing a wide range of disciplines.

2.3 Data collection

Initially, various searches were conducted using different variations of the key
concepts underlying the study, namely "sport" and "gender equality." This process ensured
that the inclusion/exclusion criteria and the most precise keywords were established. On
August 13, 2025, a search was performed in the Web of Science Core Collection using the
"AND" operator with the terms "sport*" and "gender *equ*", selecting TOPIC as the
search field. This allowed the retrieval of results where both terms appeared together
within the title, abstract, keywords, or Keyword Plus fields (keywords generated by WOS).
The asterisks (*) placed at the beginning and end of the keywords were intended to capture
various contextual forms of the terms (e.g., sport, sporting, sports, equal, equity, equality,
inequity, inequality, inequalities). The "TOPIC" filter was chosen instead of "all fields" to
exclude results matching terms irrelevant to the research context, such as the publisher’s
name, author address, or affiliation. The search yielded 871 results across various
disciplines. In the next phase, manual screening was conducted to eliminate duplicate
records and verify the relevance of the studies with the role of the Sustainable
Development Goals. Following this evaluation, 70 records were excluded. It was
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confirmed that all remaining studies pertained to the field of sport and addressed
phenomena including discrimination, inequality, disparities, challenges, gender boundaries,
gender barriers, gender justice, diversity, integrity, inclusion, and gender support.
Consequently, 801 qualified studies constituted the final unit of analysis.

It should be noted that sustainable development represents a vision that has
evolved over time, initially introduced by the United Nations in 2000 as the Millennium
Development Goals (UN, 2000) and redefined in 2015 as the Sustainable Development
Goals. Limiting the SDG concept to a specific time frame from its theoretical inception
to the present could exclude diverse contextual perspectives and cause discontinuities in
citation networks. To prevent this, no restriction was placed on the publication year, and
the entire 33-year period was comprehensively included in the study.

2.4 Data analysis

To analyse the current state of the literature and provide an overall panorama,
bibliometric analysis tools such as CiteSpace II (Chen, 2006), VOSviewer (van Eck &
Waltman, 2010), and Biblioshiny (Aria & Cuccurullo, 2017) are commonly employed. In
line with the aim and objectives of this study, the VOSviewer software was selected (v.
1.6.20). This method is widely accepted in the literature for analysing large volumes of
scientific records due to its capacity to reduce human error and minimize researcher bias
(Donthu et al, 2021). Within software, relationships among authors, countries, and
institutions of the analysed works can be visualized, and intersections are mapped through
citations. Additionally, Microsoft Word and Excel (MS Office Professional Plus 2021 for
Windows) were utilized for statistical calculations and tabulation.

3. Results and discussion

This section presents the statistical descriptions of the metadata and the results of
bibliometric analyses conducted using the VOSviewer software.

Table 1: Descriptive information of studies (figures represent the number of items.)

Research Area Publisher Languages
Social Sciences Other Topics (410) Taylor & Francis (223) English (740)
Sport Sciences (155) SAGE Publications (93)  Spanish (42)
Sociology (145) Human Kinetics (81) Portuguese (8)
Education Educational Research (107) Springer Nature (48) French (4)
Business Economics (104) Elsevier (35) Icelandic (2)
Women’s Studies (92) Frontiers Media SA. (28) Bulgarian (1)
Psychology (68) MDPI (28) Croatian (1)
Communication (42) Emerald (24) German (1)
Public Environ. Occupational Health (22) FEADEF (21) Ttalian (1)
Government Law (19) Routledge (20) Turkish (1)
History (17) Wiley (17)

List continned. .. List continued. ..
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As detailed in Table 1, the most prominent research areas identified are Social
Sciences Other Topics (410), Sport Sciences (155), and Sociology (145), each constituting
a substantial portion of the reviewed literature. With respect to publishers, Taylor &
Francis (223) is the most productive publisher, followed by SAGE Publications (93). 1t
should be noted that the distribution of journals indexed in WOS and Scopus may
introduce biases in favour of Natural Sciences and Engineering, as well as Biomedical
Research. This may potentially disadvantage the Social Sciences and the Arts and
Humanities, from a disciplinary perspective (Mongeon & Paul-Hus, 2010).

This limitation has been emphasised in the methodological section, identified as
a constraint of the present study, and has concurrently enabled it to serve as one of the
study’s recommendations. In addition, publisher names were classified strictly according
to the formal titles provided in each article’s bibliographic information. Since Routledge
operates as an imprint under the Taylor & Francis Group, it is possible to merge these
data, if needed, in the interpretation phase of the results. Regarding language, English (740)
is the most widely used language of publication, followed by Spanish (42) and Portuguese
(8). This distribution highlights the advantages (Amano et al., 2023; Ferguson, Pérez-
Llantada, & Plo, 2011) and widespread acceptance of English (Drubin & Kellogg, 2012;
Ortiz, 2004) as the language of science in academia today.
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Figure 1: Trend graph of studies by year

Figure 1 presents the trend graph of the studies within the metadata over time.
The black columns represent the period of the Millennium Development Goals (UN,
2000), whereas the blue columns correspond to the era of the Sustainable Development
Goals, covering the years 2015-2030 (UN, 2015). Beginning in the eatly 1990s, issues
related to sport and gender equality within the context of sustainable development have
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gradually garnered scholarly attention. This line of research gained substantial momentum
after 2015 (18), largely coinciding with the adoption of the UN SDGs, and ultimately
peaked in 2024 (123). The data for 2025 includes studies conducted in the first eight
months of the year, and it is anticipated that by the end of 2025, the number will likely
reach a point close to the number of studies in 2024.
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Figure 2: Distribution of studies according to SDG targets

The findings presented in Figure 2 not only map the numerical distribution of
research on sport and gender equality across specific SDGs, but also underscore the
multidimensional role of sport in advancing social sustainability objectives. Particularly,
the strong association with SDG-3 Good Health and Well-being with 595 instances
(Froberg & Lundvall, 2022; Adami & Fitch, 2021) and SDG-5 Gender Equality with 60
cases (Bekker et al., 2023; Marashi et al., 2023) highlichts how sport is conceptualised as
both a public health enabler and an agent of gender empowerment. This aligns with
theoretical perspectives emphasising the intersection of sport, policy, and social inclusion.
Additionally, the prominence of SDG-4 Quality Education with 51 instances (Baena-
Morales & Ferriz-Valero, 2025; Jones, 2017) and SDG-10 Reduced Inequalities with 31
cases (Skewes & Krolokke, 2024; van Tubergen & Molteni, 2024) indicates an increasing
scholarly focus on the transformative and integrative power of sport to foster equitable,
inclusive, and sustainable societies. This distribution highlights both internationally
accepted trends in the social function of sport and how the perspectives on supporting
women and girls through physical activity are reflected and integrated into scientific
research. Indeed, the unifying and integrative power of sport has also been recognised at
the level of the United Nations (UN, 2015).

Furthermore, at UNESCQO's 6. International Conference of Ministers and Senior
Officials Responsible for Physical Education and Sport, sport was defined as a functional
mechanism for advancing eight specific sustainable development objectives which are
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SDG3, SDG4, SDG5, SDGS8, SDG10, SDG11, SDG12 and SDG16 (UNESCO, 2017).
As can be observed, the functionality of sport is also highlighted in relation to a wide range
of societal issues, such as education, economic growth, the reduction of social inequalities,
and the promotion of peace and justice. In this context, it can be stated that the studies
carried out and the evaluations of the UN and UNESCO on the role of sports in
development largely coincide with the academic literature. In summary, these results offer
a nuanced response to RSQ-1, highlighting how the relationship between sport and gender
equality is examined through the lens of multiple, interrelated sustainable development
priorities.
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Figure 3: Distribution of studies by country

As illustrated in Figure 3, the United States (208) stands out as the country
contributing the highest number of studies in this field. The subsequent productive
countries are: England (118) (Pope, Williams & Cleland, 2022), Spain (107) (Moya &
Gonzalez-Rojas, 2025), Australia (90) (Pankowiak et al., 2024), Canada (69) (Patil &
Doherty, 2023), Norway (32) (Tjonndal, 2021), Sweden (32) (Larsson, 2021), Germany
(30) (Hartmann-Tews, 2018), Brazil (23) (Bertollo & Schwengber, 2017), Portugal (22)
(Silva et al., 2017), New Zealand (21) (Lutherus & Lyons, 2024), Ireland (18) (McSharry,
2017), People’s Republic of China (18) (Yang & Montez de Oca, 2025), Turkiye (16)
(Karacam & Koca, 2018), South Africa (15) (Adom-Aboagye & Burnett, 2023), and
continues with other countries. Such a concentration in a limited set of countries highlights
the importance of supporting research efforts in underrepresented regions.

From this point onward, information regarding the analyses conducted using the
VOSviewer software and the corresponding results are presented.
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3.1 Co-authorship of authors

The co-authorship analysis demonstrates a collaborative structure comprising 81
authors, organized into 11 clusters with 167 co-authorship links and a cumulative link
strength of 189. Within the network, node size is proportional to each author’s total link
strength -representing cumulative collaborations- while link thickness corresponds to the
number of joint publications between any two authors.
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Figure 4: Co-anthorship of authors

Adele Pavlidis (12 connections, total link strength 15) and Stacey Pope (12
connections, total link strength 15) emerge as the most prominent nodes in the co-
authorship network. They are followed by Katherine Sveinson, (10 connections, total link
strength 13), Ann Pegoraro (11 connections, total link strength 11), and Keith Parry (10
connections, total link strength 10). These authors occupy key positions in terms of inter-
community interaction and the sustainability of the scientific network. Collaboration
relationships across the network predominantly occur within clusters. This structure is
consistent with the "clustering" phenomenon frequently discussed in the literature
(Thanoon et al., 2021) and highlights the need for new strategies to strengthen
interdisciplinary or inter-institutional collaboration.
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3.2 Citation of authors

Figure 5 presents the network structure of citation links among the authors. This
analysis was conducted under the condition that authors have at least two publications and
have received at least one citation.
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Figure 5: Citation of anthors

The citation network comprises 178 authors organized in 15 clusters, collectively forming
941 links and reaching a total link strength of 1385. One of the most central and powerful
nodes is Laura J. Burton, who leads with 64 links and a total link strength of 111; other
key nodes include Sally Shaw (55 links, total link strength 82) and Michael A. Messner (21
links, total link strength 36). Other noteworthy authors include Stacey Pope, Adele
Pavlidis, George B. Cunningham, and Anne Flintoff. Clustering within the network is quite
distinct, and relationships are predominantly concentrated within clusters. The coloured
lines and multilayered inter-cluster connections indicate that some authors play an
important role not only within their own clusters but also in facilitating collaboration
between clusters.
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3.3 Citation of countries
Figure 6 presents the network structure of citation links among the countries.
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Figure 5: Citation of countries

Considering the network structure in Figure 6, the citation network among
countries appears to be quite dense and centralised. The analysis includes a total of 62
countries (items), 14 clusters, 421 links, and a total link strength of 2004. At the centre of
the network, the largest nodes are the USA, England, Australia, and Canada; these
countries have both a higher number of links and greater total link strength compared to
others. For instance, the USA has 44 links and a total link strength of 617, while England
has 42 links and a total link strength of 468. Australia is also quite close to the centre, with
40 links and a total link strength of 485. Following these countries, Canada comes with 39
links and a total link strength of 399.

In conclusion, citation relations between countries mostly cluster around certain
central countries, and the intensity of international interactions increases as these countries
occupy central positions in the network. This structure indicates that both academic
collaboration and global knowledge flow predominantly occur through a few major
countries and their affiliated clusters. As a result, these central countries not only shape
the direction of scientific discourse but also play a pivotal role in influencing policy
formulation, allocating international research funding, and establishing global
collaboration platforms within their respective fields.
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3.4 Co-occurrence of all keywords
In this network analysis, the co-occurrence relationships among keywords are
visualised.
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Figure 6: Co-occurrence network of all keywords

According to the co-occurrence network analysis of keywords, conducted with a
criterion of at least two keyword matches, the most frequently recurring and strongly
related keywords in the literature clearly emerge. The leading network comprises 376
keywords, 24 clusters, 2,033 links, and a total link strength of 2,697. Leading keywords
such as "gender" (180 occurrences, total link strength 487), "sport" (94 occurrences, total
link strength 292), and "gender equality" (85 occurrences, total link strength 207),
"women" (48 occurrences, total link strength 140) are both the most cited and centrally
positioned terms in the studies. The network map shows these keywords densely
concentrated in the centre, with closely connected themes like "women", "gender equity",
"physical education", "sports", and "equality." The coloured clusters in the network
indicate thematic groupings of concepts with strong intra-cluster relations. At the same
time, more specific topics, such as "leadership," "inclusion," "hegemonic masculinity," and
"stereotypes," ate also highly connected around the core keywords. In conclusion, the
analysis reveals that the conceptual core of the field is strongly influenced by themes of
gender, equality/equity, and sport. This network structure highlights the shift toward
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broader conceptual diversity and the increasing association of emerging topics (e.g.
leadership, inclusivity, feminism) with the field's core themes. This provides valuable
information in response to the second research question (RSQ-2).

Beyond this, to fully realise the global potential of emerging themes such as
leadership, inclusivity, and feminism, future research must move beyond Western-centric
perspectives. This entails examining how these concepts are operationalised in
underrepresented regions and assessing their impact on sports governance and the
implementation of gender equality policies. Such an approach will foster enhanced global
inclusivity and inform evidence-based policymaking that addresses both local needs and
international standards. In countries such as India (Das et al., 2023), China (Xu et al., 2019),
Japan (Hatano, 2021), and Malaysia (Aman et al., 2019), issues of sport and gender equality
are predominantly addressed and debated within specific socio-cultural and developmental
contexts. In this regard, it is essential to acknowledge that the prioritisation of Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) varies across countries and regions (Foroudi et al., 2024).
Morteover, specific challenges, often framed as 'critical issues to be overcome,' are
approached differently in various contexts and perspectives. This exemplifies the diverse
ways in which SDGs are conceptualised and implemented globally, reflecting unique
regional, cultural, and social dynamics (Warchold, Pradhan, & Kropp, 2021).

4. Conclusion

Although developments related to the concept of gender have been advancing in
the academic field since the early 1900s, their manifestation in the field of sport has shown
particular progress since the early 1990s. Notably, the Millennium Development Goals and
the currently valid Sustainable Development Goals of the United Nations both include
good health and well-being (SDG-3) and gender equality (SDG-5) as core objectives,
which have been reflected in the academic research in this field. It has been observed that
the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals vision in 2015 has accelerated
studies in this area. In this context, it is possible to divide the consideration of sport and
gender issues into two periods (from the 1990s to 2014, and from 2015 to the present).
The United Nations’ recognition of sport as an instrument in the realisation of the
Sustainable Development Goals has triggered thematic growth, also activating goals
parallel to healthy living and gender equality, such as Quality Education, Reduced
Inequalities, Sustainable Cities and Communities, Responsible Consumption and
Production, and Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions. Dozens of different issues,
including digitalisation in education, lifelong learning, empowerment and social
participation of disadvantaged groups, the development of accessible urban spaces and
transportation, the widespread promotion of recycling awareness, and the adoption of
participatory and democratic governance, have developed in the literature as elements
evolving on the periphery of sport and gender equality.

Countries that have contributed the most to the field of sport and gender equality,
including the USA, UK, Australia, and Canada, have been identified. Key authors such as
Adele Pavlidis, Stacey Pope, Katherine Sveinson, Ann Pegoraro, and Keith Parry occupy
essential positions in the inter-community interaction and sustainability of the scientific
network. In recent years, the concepts of sport and gender have become increasingly
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interconnected, with related terms such as inclusion, feminism, and transgender athletes,
reflecting a transformative progression in the field. This study demonstrates that the
sustainability perspective is becoming increasingly central in the relationship between
gender and sport, and research in this area is diversifying both theoretically and practically.

4.1 Implications

Considering the findings of this study, certain publishers stand out in terms of
productivity in publishing research on sport and gender equality. This may assist
researchers during the submission process by reducing the likelihood of encountering "out
of scope" rejections and facilitating the identification of journals that align well with their
study's scope, thereby preventing unnecessary delays. Gender equality topics wete initially
addressed in the 1990s primarily through the lens of biological sex-based discrimination
and exclusion. However, in the subsequent SDGs period, the focus has shifted toward the
perspective of gender as a social construct. This transition has made it easier to address
the demands and visibility of marginalised groups in society, such as transgender athletes.
The data obtained can directly contribute to the development of strategies that enhance
gender equality, especially for sports organisations and policymakers.

4.2 Limitations and recommendations for future studies

This study presents certain limitations inherent to the bibliometric approach and
the selection criteria applied. The conscious delimitation of inclusion and exclusion criteria
within the bibliometric framework resulted in a focus solely on sport and gender equality
studies, potentially limiting the breadth of the sustainable development literature covered.

Additionally, the use of the Web of Science database as the data source introduces
the possibility of selection bias. While WOS provides access to a vast array of high-quality,
peer-reviewed journals, its coverage is not exhaustive and exhibits inherent biases.
Specifically, WOS tends to favour publications in English and journals from Western
countries, which may result in underrepresentation of research published in other
languages or originating from regions such as the Global South, Eastern Europe, and parts
of Asia and Africa. This linguistic and regional bias can consequently narrow the scope of
the bibliometric analysis, potentially limiting the generalizability of findings and the
interpretative breadth. Future studies should consider integrating additional bibliographic
sources, such as Scopus or regional indexes like TR Dizin, to enhance database diversity,
increase representativeness, and thereby strengthen the robustness and inclusiveness of
bibliometric assessments related to sport, gender equality, and sustainable development.

Acknowledgment: This research received no specific grant from any funding agency in
the public, commercial, or not-for-profit sectors. The author declares no conflicts of
interest. Also, the raw data presented in the study are openly available in
https://osf.io/f84a3 /Pview only=783966580b3745de8d4dd408d787235¢

This research does not involve human participants or personal data; thus, ethical
approval was not required. Data were obtained from publicly accessible databases without
any manipulation, and the study is limited to descriptive analyses based on existing
information.

Published by ECSDEV, Via dei Fiori, 34, 00172, Rome, Italy http://ecsdev.org


https://osf.io/f84a3/?view_only=783966580b3745de8d4dd408d787235c

K. Caliskan & S. G. Engin 969

References

Adami, P. E., & Fitch, K. (2021). The innovative role of Olympic sports and exercise in the promotion of
health, gender equality and sustainability: past achievements and future challenges. The Journal of
Sports  Medicine  and ~ Physical ~ Fitness, 61(8), 1042-1051.  https://doi.org/10.23736/s0022-
4707.21.12721-5

Adom-Aboagye, N. A. A., & Burnett, C. (2023). The underrepresentation of women in sport leadership in
South Africa. Frontiers in Sports and Active Living, 5, 1186485.
https://doi.org/10.3389/fspor.2023.1186485

Alkpinar, R., Tagc, K., & Sari, V. 1. (Bds.). (2019). Sebir ve sehir yinetimi |City and city management]. Nobel
Publishing.

Alma, M. N. (2024). Sport, business, and sustainability: Trends and insights from bibliometric analysis. Sport
Economics Research, 1(1), 11-27. https://doi.org/10.71125/sporteconres.?

Aman, M. P., Hanapi, S., Yusof, A., Razali, A. B. & Dev, R. D. O. (2019). Women in sport leadership positions
in Malaysia: issues and challenges. International Journal of Academic Research in Business and Social Sciences,
9(11), 1506-1519. http://dx.doi.org/10.6007/IJARBSS /v9-i11/6715

Amano T., Ramirez-Castafieda V., Berdejo-Espinola V., Borokini I., Chowdhury S. & Golivets M. (2023). The
manifold costs of being a non-native English speaker in science. Plos Biokgy, 21(7), 3002184.
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pbio.3002184

Annesi, N., Battaglia, M., & Frey, M. (2023). Sustainability in sport-related studies: A non-systematic review to
increase the sports contribution to the 2030 Agenda. Physical Culture and Sport Studies and
Research, 98(1), 81-98. https://doi.org/10.2478 /pcssr-2023-0007

Atria, M., & Cuccurullo, C. (2017). Bibliometrix: An R-tool for comprehensive science mapping analysis. Journal
of Informetrics, 11(4), 959-975. https://doi.org/10.1016/.j0i.2017.08.007

Assa, J. (2017). Integrating peacebuilding and sustainable development policies in least developed
countries. Journal of Peacebuilding o Development, 12(1), 103-107.
https://doi.org/10.1080/15423166.2017.1288992

Baena-Morales, S., & Ferriz-Valero, A. (2025). What about physical education and Sustainable Development
Goals? A scoping  review. Physical ~ Education — and — Sport  Pedagogy, 30(2), ~ 200-217.
https://doi.org/10.1080/17408989.2023.2214572

Barron, P., Cord, L., Cuesta, J., Espinoza, S. A. Larson, G. & Woolcock, M. (2023, April 27). Social
sustainability: a critical gap in the global development agenda. World Bank Blogs.
https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/developmenttalk/social-sustainability-critical-gap-global-

Bekker, S., Storr, R., Patel, S., & Mitra, P. (2023). Gender inclusive sport: A paradigm shift for research, policy,
and  practice. International  Journal — of  Sport  Policy  and  Politics, 15(1), ~ 177-185.
https://doi.org/10.1080/19406940.2022.2161599

Bertollo, S. H. J., & Schwengber, M. S. V. (2017). I1I plano nacional de politicas para as mulheres: Percurso de
uma pré-politica de esporte e lazer [III. National plan of policies for women: Trajectory of a pre-
policy on sports and leisure]. Movimento, 23(2), 783-796. https://doi.org/10.22456/1982-
8918.70830

Biermann, F., Hickmann, T., & Sénit, C. A. (Eds.). (2022). The political impact of the sustainable development goals:
Transforming ~ governance throngh — global  goals? Cambridge University Press.
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009082945

Boros, A., Tézsér, D., & Géczi, G. (2024). The predominance of sustainability perspectives in sports—A
bibliometric analysis. SPRINT=-Sports Research International, 1(1), 30-44.
https://doi.org/10.1556/1020.2024.00006

Burnett, C. (2021). Framing a 21st century case for the social value of sport in South Africa. Sport in
Society, 24(3), 340-355. https://doi.org/10.1080/17430437.2019.1672153

Camminatiello, I., Lombardo, R., Musella, M., & Borrata, G. (2024). A model for evaluating inequalities in
sustainability. Social Indicators Research, 175(3), 879-898. http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/511205-023-
03152-3

Campillo-Sanchez, J., Borrego-Balsalobre, F. J., Diaz-Suarez, A., & Morales-Bafios, V. (2025). Sports and
sustainable development: A systematic review of their contribution to the SDGs and public
health. Sustainability, 17(2), 562. https://doi.org/10.3390/sul17020562

© 2025 The Authors. Journal Compilation © 2025 European Center of Sustainable Development.


https://doi.org/10.23736/s0022-4707.21.12721-5
https://doi.org/10.23736/s0022-4707.21.12721-5
https://doi.org/10.3389/fspor.2023.1186485
https://doi.org/10.71125/sporteconres.7
http://dx.doi.org/10.6007/IJARBSS/v9-i11/6715
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pbio.3002184
https://doi.org/10.2478/pcssr-2023-0007
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.joi.2017.08.007
https://doi.org/10.1080/15423166.2017.1288992
https://doi.org/10.1080/17408989.2023.2214572
https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/developmenttalk/social-sustainability-critical-gap-global-development-agenda
https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/developmenttalk/social-sustainability-critical-gap-global-development-agenda
https://doi.org/10.1080/19406940.2022.2161599
https://doi.org/10.22456/1982-8918.70830
https://doi.org/10.22456/1982-8918.70830
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009082945
https://doi.org/10.1556/1020.2024.00006
https://doi.org/10.1080/17430437.2019.1672153
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11205-023-03152-3
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11205-023-03152-3
https://doi.org/10.3390/su17020562

970 European Jounrnal of Sustainable Development (2025), 14, 4, 955-973

Chaves-Castro, K., Moran-Gamez, G., Nuviala, A., & Fernandez-Martinez, A. (2025). Green practices and
sustainability as precursors to the intention to participate again in sporting events held in
nature. Frontiers in Sports and Active Living, 7, 1541485. https://doi.org/10.3389/fspor.2025.1541485

Chen, C. (2000). CiteSpace 1I: Detecting and visualizing emerging trends and transient patterns in scientific
literature. Journal of the American Society for information Science and Technology, 57(3), 359-377.
https://doi.org/10.1002/asi.20317

Council of Europe. (2023, April). State of  democracy, ~ human  rights  and ~ the rule  of  law.
https://www.coe.int/en/web/secretary-general /report-2023

Cury, R., Kennelly, M., & Howes, M. (2023). Environmental sustainability in sport: A systematic literature
review. Eurgpean Sport Management Quarterly, 23(1), 13-37.
https://doi.org/10.1080/16184742.2022.2126511

Das, D., Kumar, P., Dixit, A., & Balyan, V. (2023). The missing gender: examining the barriers to women’s
participation in  Sports in India. Business  Perspectives  and ~ Research, 13(4), 575-594.
https://doi.org/10.1177/22785337221148557

Dilli, S., Carmichael, S. G., & Rijpma, A. (2019). Introducing the historical gender equality index. Feminist
Economics, 25(1), 31-57. https://doi.org/10.1080/13545701.2018.144258

Donnelly, M. K. (2025). #genderequal Olympics?: critical analysis of gender equality and the Olympic Games
as a major multi-sport event. In Events and Society (pp. 175-181). Routledge.

Donthu, N., Kumar, S., Mukherjee, D., Pandey, N., & Lim, W. M. (2021). How to conduct a bibliometric
analysiss  An  overview and  guidelines. Jowrnal  of  Business  Research, 133,  285-296.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbusres.2021.04.070

Drubin, D. G., & Kellogg, D. R. (2012). English as the universal language of science: Opportunities and
challenges. Molecular Biology of the Cell, 23(8), 1399-1399. https://doi.org/10.1091/mbec.e12-02-0108

Engin, S. G. (2024). Olimpik felsefenin medya yansimalari: Tokyo 2020 Olimpiyat Oyunlari ve cinsiyet esitligi
[Media reflections of the Olympic philosophy: Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games and gender
equality|. Uluslararas: Anadolu Sosyal Bilimter Dergzsi, 8(1), 1-
14. https://doi.org/10.47525 /ulasbid. 1379882

Engin, S. G. (2025). Analyzing gender equality at the Modern Olympics through pestel and trend analysis from,
citius, altius, forties to diversity, equality, and inclusivity (Paris 2024). International Jonrnal of Health,
Exercise, and Sport Sciences (IJOSS), 2(2), 51-64. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.17158019

Foroudi, P., Marvi, R., Cuomo, M. T., & D’Amato, A. (2024). Sustainable development goals in a regional
context: conceptualising, measuring and managing residents’ perceptions. Regional Studies, 59(1).
https://doi.org/10.1080/00343404.2024.2373871

Ferguson, G., Perez-Llantada, C., & Plo, R. (2011). English as an international language of scientific
publication: A study of attitudes. World Englishes, 30(1), 41-59. https://doi.org/10.1111/§.1467-
971X.2010.01656.x

FIFA. (2024, May 28). Gender equality at the heart of FIFEA and GIZ Sport for Women's Empowerment. Inside FIFA.
https://inside.fifa.com/news/gender-equality-at-the-heart-of-fifa-and-giz-sport-for-womens-
empowerment

Fréberg, A., & Lundvall, S. (2022). Sustainable development perspectives in physical education teacher
education course syllabi: An analysis of learning outcomes. Sustainability, 14(10), 5955.
https://doi.org/10.3390/su14105955

Hales, R., & Birdthistle, N. (2023). The sustainable development goal - SDG# 3 good health and well-being,.
In Attaining the 2030 sustainable development goal of good health and well-being (pp. 1-12). Emerald
Publishing Limited. https://doi.org/10.1108/9781804552094

Hancock, M., Lyras, A., & Ha, J. (2013). Sport for development programs for girls and women: A global
assessment. Journal of Sport for Development, 1(1), 15-24.

Hartmann-Tews, 1. (2018). Germany: A long way to gender equity and equality in sport governance. In Gender
diversity in Eurgpean sport governance (Pp. 83-93). Routledge.
http://dx.doi.org/10.4324/9781315115061-8

Hatano, A. (2021). Toward aligning with international gender goals? Analysis of the gender equality landscape
in Japan under the laws on women’s economic and political participation and leadership. Law and
Development Review, 14(2), 589-632. https://doi.org/10.1515/1dr-2021-0044

Published by ECSDEV, Via dei Fiori, 34, 00172, Rome, Italy http://ecsdev.org


https://doi.org/10.3389/fspor.2025.1541485
https://doi.org/10.1002/asi.20317
https://www.coe.int/en/web/secretary-general/report-2023
https://doi.org/10.1080/16184742.2022.2126511
https://doi.org/10.1177/22785337221148557
https://doi.org/10.1080/13545701.2018.1442582
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbusres.2021.04.070
https://doi.org/10.1091/mbc.e12-02-0108
https://doi.org/10.47525/ulasbid.1379882
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.17158019
https://doi.org/10.1080/00343404.2024.2373871
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-971X.2010.01656.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-971X.2010.01656.x
https://inside.fifa.com/news/gender-equality-at-the-heart-of-fifa-and-giz-sport-for-womens-empowerment
https://inside.fifa.com/news/gender-equality-at-the-heart-of-fifa-and-giz-sport-for-womens-empowerment
https://doi.org/10.3390/su14105955
https://doi.org/10.1108/9781804552094
http://dx.doi.org/10.4324/9781315115061-8
https://doi.org/10.1515/ldr-2021-0044

K. Caliskan & S. G. Engin 971

Hellberg, S. (2023). What constitutes the social in (social) sustainability? Community, society and equity in
South Affican water governance. Local Environment, 28(4), 459-
475. https://doi.org/10.1080/13549839.2022.2155939

Jones, L. (2017). Revisiting Title IX and its impact on the education of girls and women. In INTED2017
Proceedings (pp. 3489-3494). https://doi.org/10.21125/inted.2017.0870

Karacam, M. S., & Koca, C. (2018). Turkey: Men’s resistance to gender equality in sport governance. In Gender
diversity in European sport governance (pp. 25-35). Routledge.

Kataeva, Z., Durrani, N., Izekenova, Z., & Roshka, V. (2024, November). Thirty years of gender
mainstreaming: Evolution, development, and future research agenda through a bibliometric
approach. Women's Studies International Forum, 107, 103010.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wsif.2024.103010

Larsson, H. (2021). The discourse of gender equality in youth sports: a Swedish example. Journal of Gender
Studies, 30(6), 713-724. https://doi.org/10.1080/09589236.2021.1937082

Leiserowitz, A. A., Kates, R. W., & Parris, T. M. (2005). Do global attitudes and behaviors support sustainable
development? Environment: — Science — and — Policy ~ for ~ Sustainable — Development, — 47(9),  22-
38. https://doi.org/10.3200/ENVT.47.9.22-38

Lemke, W. (2016, August 5). The role of sport in achieving the sustainable development goals. UN
Chronicle. http:/ /swwww.un.org/en/chronicle/article/role-sport-achieving-sustainable-development-
goals

Lutherus, K., & Lyons, A. C. (2024). Alcohol and masculinity within community sports clubs in Aotearoa New
Zealand. Kotuitui: ~ New — Zealand — Journal — of — Social  Sciences — Online, 19(3), ~ 280-300.
https://doi.org/10.1080/1177083X.2023.2264333

Lyras, A., & Hums, M. A. (2009). Sport and social change: The case for gender equality. Journal of Physical
Education, Recreation & Dance, §0(1), 7-21. https://doi.org/10.1080/07303084.2009.10598256

Marashi, M., Malouka, S., den Houdyker, T., & Sabiston, C. M. (2023). Advocating for gender equity in sport:
An analysis of the Canadian women and sport she’s got it all campaign. Women in Sport and Physical
Activity Journal, 31(1), 33-39. https://doi.org/10.1123 /wspaj.2022-0045

McManama O’Brien, K. H., Rowan, M., Willoughby, K., Griffith, K., & Christino, M. A. (2021). Psychological
resilience in young female athletes. International Journal of Environmental Research and Public
Health, 18(16), 8668. https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph18168668

McSharry, M. (2017). It’s just because we’re girls> How female students experience and negotiate masculinist
school sport. Irish Educational Studies, 36(3), 341-356.
https://doi.org/10.1080/03323315.2017.1327366

Mongeon, P., & Paul-Hus, A. (2016). The journal coverage of Web of Science and Scopus: A comparative
analysis. Scientometrics, 106, 213-228. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11192-015-1765-5

Moral-Mufioz, J. A., Herrera-Viedma, E., Santisteban-Espejo, A., & Cobo, M. ]. (2020). Software tools for
conducting bibliometric analysis in science: An up-to-date review. Profesional De La Informacion, 29(1).
https://doi.org/10.3145/epi.2020.ene.03

Moya, R. M., & Gonzalez-Rojas, A. (2025). Mujeres, deporte y Economia Social. Participacion, evolucién e
impacto de los programas de fomento en federaciones deportivas espafiolas [Women, sport and
social economy. Participation, evolution and impact of promotion programs in Spanish sports
federations). CIRIEC-Espasia, Revista de Economia Piiblica, Social y Cogperativa, 113, 161-190.
https://doi.org/10.7203/CIRIEC-E.113.27963

Orr, M., Inoue, Y., Seymour, R., & Dingle, G. (2022). Impacts of climate change on organized sport: A scoping
review. Wiley Interdisciplinary Reviews: Climate Change, 13(3), €760. https://doi.org/10.1002/wcc.760

Ortiz, R. (2004). As ciéncias sociais e o inglés [Social sciences and the English language]. Revista Brasileira de
Ciéncias Sociais, 19(54), 5-22. https://doi.org/10.1590/50102-69092004000100001

Pankowiak, A., Casey, M., Eime, R., & Westerbeek, H. (2024). A socio-ecological approach to understanding
the experiences of women and girls playing male-dominated sports. Sport in Society, 1-20.
https://doi.org/10.1080/17430437.2024.2390989

Paterson, S., & Scala, F. (2024). Gender-mainstreaming in public policy. In Engyclopedia of Public Policy (pp. 1-8).
Springer Nature. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-90434-0 121-1

Patil, S., & Doherty, A. (2023). Capacity for gender equity initiatives: A multiple case study investigation of
national sport organisations. Infernational Journal of Sport Policy and Politics, 15(2), 271-288.
https://doi.org/10.1080/19406940.2023.2201293

© 2025 The Authors. Journal Compilation © 2025 European Center of Sustainable Development.


https://doi.org/10.1080/13549839.2022.2155939
https://doi.org/10.21125/inted.2017.0870
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wsif.2024.103010
https://doi.org/10.1080/09589236.2021.1937082
https://doi.org/10.3200/ENVT.47.9.22-38
http://www.un.org/en/chronicle/article/role-sport-achieving-sustainable-development-goals
http://www.un.org/en/chronicle/article/role-sport-achieving-sustainable-development-goals
https://doi.org/10.1080/1177083X.2023.2264333
https://doi.org/10.1080/07303084.2009.10598256
https://doi.org/10.1123/wspaj.2022-0045
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph18168668
https://doi.org/10.1080/03323315.2017.1327366
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11192-015-1765-5
https://doi.org/10.3145/epi.2020.ene.03
https://doi.org/10.7203/CIRIEC-E.113.27963
https://doi.org/10.1002/wcc.760
https://doi.org/10.1590/S0102-69092004000100001
https://doi.org/10.1080/17430437.2024.2390989
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-90434-0_121-1
https://doi.org/10.1080/19406940.2023.2201293

972 European Jounrnal of Sustainable Development (2025), 14, 4, 955-973

Pope, S., Williams, J., & Cleland, J. (2022). Men’s football fandom and the performance of progressive and
misogynistic masculinities in a ‘new age’of UK women’s sport. Sociology, 56(4), 730-748.
https://doi.org/10.1177/00380385211063359

Raworth, K. (2017). Why it's time for doughnut economics. IPPR Progressive Review, 24(3), 216-
222. https://doi.org/10.1111/newe.12058

Silva, M. R., Santos-Rocha, R., Barata, P., & Saavedra, F. J. (2017). Gender inequalities in Portuguese gymnasts
between 2012 and 2016. Science of  Gymnastics  Journal, 9(2), 191-200.
https://doi.org/10.52165/s¢}.9.2.191-200

Skewes, L., & Krolokke, C. H. (2024). Congealing binary sex/gender inequalities through news stories about
intersex and transgender athletes. NORA-Nordic Journal of Feminist and Gender Research, 32(3), 209-
222. https://doi.org/10.1080/08038740.2024.2379000

Staab, S. (2025, July 3). Op-ed: Gender-responsive social protection: A key to unlock progress across the

SDGs. United Nations Women. https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/op-

ed/2025/07/op-ed-gender-responsive-social-protection-a-key-to-unlock-progress-across-the-sdgs

Stotr, R., Nicholas, L., Robinson, K., & Davies, C. (2022). ‘Game to play?”: batriers and facilitators to sexuality
and gender diverse young people's participation in sport and physical activity. Sport, Education and
Society, 27(5), 604-617. https://doi.org/10.1080/13573322.2021.1897561

Tavares, W. S., Correia, L. T., Rego, M. D. C. P., & Loiola, T. (2025). Impact of regional inequalities on
sustainable development strategies in Africa: a systematic literature review analysis of economic,
social, and environmental challenges. Enrogpean Journal of Sustainable Development Research, 9(4),
em0327. https://doi.org/10.29333 /ejosdr/16772

Thanoon, K. H., Sultan, N. A., Mahmood, B. & Kadhim, D. S. (2021). Measuring scientific collaboration in
co-authorship  networks. LAES  Infernational ~ Journal — of  Artificial  Intelligence, 10(4), 1103.
http://doi.org/10.11591 /ijai.v10.i4.pp1103-1114

Timpetley, Z. L., & Phillips, M. J. (2025). Beyond the game: Exploring women’s sporting experiences and
identities within Australian community sports. Sport in Society, 1-28.
https://doi.org/10.1080/17430437.2025.2492629

Tjonndal, A. (2021). Gender equity and sports coaching in Norway: political discourses and developmental
trajectories from 1970 to 2020. In Sports Coaching in Enrope (pp. 76-89). Routledge.

UEFA. (2024, October 30). Unstoppable: New UEFA strategy focused on the future of the women’s game.
https://www.uefa.com/news-media/news/0292-1¢36af487b82-bf311b3a1522-1000--
unstoppable-new-uefa-strategy-focused-on-the-future-of-t

UNESCO. (2017). Kazan Action Plan: Final report of the sixth international conference of ministers and senior officials
responsible Sor physical edncation and sport (MINEPS )
(ShS/2017/5). https:/ /unesdoc.unesco.org/ark: /48223 /pf0000252725

UN. (2000). Millenninm Declaration. https:/ /www.un.org/en/development/devagenda/millennium.shtml

UN. (2015). Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda Sor Sustainable
Development. https:/ /sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/21252030%20Agenda%
20for%20Sustainable%20Development%20web.pdf

UN. (2022). Sustainable Development Cogperation Framework 2023-2027. https:/ /pacificun.org/en/237313-united-

nations-pacific-sustainable-development-cooperation-framework-2023-2027
UN. (2025). The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2025. https:/ /unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2025/The-

Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2025.pdf

UN Global Compact. (n.d.). Social sustainability. https:/ /unglobalcompact.org/what-is-gc/our-work /social

UN  Women.  (2021). Sport  as  a  tool  for  gender  equality: — Empowering — girls  and
women. https:/ /www.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/women-and-sport

van Eck, N.J., Waltman, L. (2010). Software survey: VOSviewer, a computer program for bibliometric
mapping. Scientometrics 84, 523-538. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11192-009-0146-3

van Tubergen, F., & Molteni, F. (2024). Does parental origin-country culture affect the gender gap in sport
participation? A study of immigrant youth in Italy. Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 50(16), 4002-
4020. https://doi.org/10.1080/1369183X.2024.2333875

Vaquero-Cristébal, R., Mateo-Orcajada, A., Dagli Ekmekei, Y. A., Pereira, A., Amin, S., Merofio, L., ... &
Albaladejo-Saura, M. (2024). Gender equity in sport from the perspective of European women
athletes and sport managers, physical education teachers and sport coaches. Frontiers in psychology, 15,
1419578. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2024.1419578

Published by ECSDEV, Via dei Fiori, 34, 00172, Rome, Italy http://ecsdev.org


https://doi.org/10.1177/00380385211063359
https://doi.org/10.1111/newe.12058
https://doi.org/10.52165/sgj.9.2.191-200
https://doi.org/10.1080/08038740.2024.2379000
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/op-ed/2025/07/op-ed-gender-responsive-social-protection-a-key-to-unlock-progress-across-the-sdgs
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/op-ed/2025/07/op-ed-gender-responsive-social-protection-a-key-to-unlock-progress-across-the-sdgs
https://doi.org/10.1080/13573322.2021.1897561
https://doi.org/10.29333/ejosdr/16772
http://doi.org/10.11591/ijai.v10.i4.pp1103-1114
https://doi.org/10.1080/17430437.2025.2492629
https://www.uefa.com/news-media/news/0292-1c36af487b82-bf311b3a1522-1000--unstoppable-new-uefa-strategy-focused-on-the-future-of-t/
https://www.uefa.com/news-media/news/0292-1c36af487b82-bf311b3a1522-1000--unstoppable-new-uefa-strategy-focused-on-the-future-of-t/
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000252725
https://www.un.org/en/development/devagenda/millennium.shtml
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/21252030%20Agenda%20for%20Sustainable%20Development%20web.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/21252030%20Agenda%20for%20Sustainable%20Development%20web.pdf
https://pacific.un.org/en/237313-united-nations-pacific-sustainable-development-cooperation-framework-2023-2027
https://pacific.un.org/en/237313-united-nations-pacific-sustainable-development-cooperation-framework-2023-2027
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2025/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2025.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2025/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2025.pdf
https://unglobalcompact.org/what-is-gc/our-work/social
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/women-and-sport
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11192-009-0146-3
https://doi.org/10.1080/1369183X.2024.2333875
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2024.1419578

K. Caliskan & S. G. Engin 973

Warchold, A., Pradhan, P., & Kropp, J. P. (2021). Variations in sustainable development goal interactions:
population, regional, and income disaggregation. Sustainable Development, 29(2), 285-299.
https://doi.org/10.1002/sd.2145

WCED (1987). Our Common Future. World Commission on Environment and Development. Oxford
University Press. https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/1398112v=pdf

Web of Science. (n.d.). https://www.webofscience.com/wos/woscc/basic-search

WHO. (2020). Targets  of  Sustainable  Development ~ Goal 3. https://who.int/europe/about-us/our-
work/sustainable-development-goals/targets-of-sustainable-development-goal-3

Wroblewski, A., Littig, B., & Segert, A. (2023). The gender dimension in sustainability policies and their
evaluation. Swustainability, 15(4), 3224. https://doi.org/10.3390/su15043224

Xu, Q., Fan, M., & Brown, K. A. (2019). Men’s sports or women’s sports?: gender norms, sports participation,
and media consumption as predictors of sports gender typing in China. Communication & Sport, 9(2),
264-286. https://doi.org/10.1177/2167479519860209

Yang, X., & Montez de Oca, J. (2025). Empowerment & anxiety: Social identity of Chinese women in combat
sports. Sport in Society, 1-21. https://doi.org/10.1080/17430437.2025.2518087

Zhang, W., Zhang, Q., & Li, G. (2025). How can gender-related SDP programmes enhance gender inclusion?
A scoping review. Social Inclusion, 13. 9369. https://doi.org/10.17645/51.9369

© 2025 The Authors. Journal Compilation © 2025 European Center of Sustainable Development.


https://doi.org/10.1002/sd.2145
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/139811?v=pdf
https://www.webofscience.com/wos/woscc/basic-search
https://who.int/europe/about-us/our-work/sustainable-development-goals/targets-of-sustainable-development-goal-3
https://who.int/europe/about-us/our-work/sustainable-development-goals/targets-of-sustainable-development-goal-3
https://doi.org/10.3390/su15043224
https://doi.org/10.1177/2167479519860209
https://doi.org/10.1080/17430437.2025.2518087
https://doi.org/10.17645/si.9369

